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Figure S1. IR spectrum of the reaction of DPC 6 with ICF3. a) IR difference spectrum obtained upon annealing of 
an argon matrix containing triplet carbene 6 and 1 % of ICF3 to 25 K for 10 min. b) Calculated IR spectrum of singlet 
complex 10a (B97-D3/def2-TZVP). c) Calculated IR spectrum of triplet complex T-10a (B97-D3/def2-TZVP). 




Table S1. Calculated and experimental IR frequencies of S-10a. 
Mode 
𝜈𝜈� / cm-1 
Assignment Exp. 
(Irel) a 
Calc. gas phase 
(Irel)b 
Calc. QM/MMd 
20 504 (4) 489(2) 488 C-H def. (out-of-plane) 
22 529 (3) 527(7) 540 C-C-C def. (out-of-plane) (carbene) 
23 568 (2) 571(1) 570 Skel. Vibr. 
27 679 (c) 676(5) 684 C-H def. (out-of-plane) 
28 677(1) 686 C-H def. (out-of-plane) 
31 764 (11) 761(9) 765 C-H def. (out-of-plane) 
33 838 (3) 827(2) 833 C-H def. (out-of-plane) 
44 1078 (100) 1013(100) 1022 F3C-I str. 
47 1103 (58) 1038(25) 1070 C-F3 asym. str. 
48 1040(27) 1078 C-F3 asym. str. 
60 1338/1344 (64) 1357(16) 1355 C-C-C asym. str.  (carbene) 
61 
1439 (3) 
1430(3) 1418 C=C str. Ring 
62 1432(2) 1421 C=C str. Ring 
63 1496 (5) 1471(1) 1467 C=C str. Ring 
64 1474(1) 1475 C=C str. Ring 
67 1578 (20) 1576(6) 1570 C=C str. Ring 
a Measured in argon at 3 K. Integrated intensities refer to the difference spectrum. b Calculated at the 
B97D3/def2-TZVP level of theory. c Intensity not assigned due to overlapping of the signal. d Calculated at the 
B97D3/dfe2-TZVP//CHARMM level of theory in an Ar matrix. 
 
 
Table S2. Calculated and experimental IR frequencies of 11a. 
Mode 
𝜈𝜈� / cm-1 
Assignment Exp. 
(Irel) a 
Calc. gas phase 
(Irel)b 
Calc. QM/MMc 
27 672(14) 671(3) 664 Skel. Vibr. 
28 686(4) 677(2) 686 C-H def. (out-of-plane) 
29 693(2) 682(1) 697 C-H def. (out-of-plane) 
30 750(4) 743(2) 743 C-H def. (out-of-plane) 
31 757(5) 766(4) 767 C-H def. (out-of-plane) 
41 949(100) 961(100) 962 F3C-I str. 
47 1139(23) 1039(13) 1047 C-F3 asym. str. 
48 1149(20) 1051(14) 1056 C-F3 asym. str. 
62 1448(1) 1444(1) 1428 C=C str. Ring 
67 
1485(1) 
1584(1) 1572 C=C str. Ring 
68 1592(2) 1580 C=C str. Ring 
a Measured in argon at 3 K. Integrated intensities refer to the difference spectrum. b Calculated at the 
B97D3/def2-TZVP level of theory, not a minimum. c Calculated at the B97D3/dfe2-TZVP//CHARMM level of 





Figure S2. IR spectra showing the interconversion between complexes 10a and 11a upon cycling the temperature 
between 25 K (red spectra) and 4 K (blue spectra). Insets show the characteristic signals of 10a and 11a. 
 
Figure S3. IR difference spectra showing the interconversion between complexes 10a and 11a upon cycling the 
temperature between 25 and 4 K. a) IR difference spectrum obtained on warming to 25 K (red) and on cooling back 
to 4 K (black). Bands of the CF3 radical are labeled with an asterisk. b) Calculated IR difference spectra (B97-




Figure S4. IR spectrum of the reaction of diphenylcarbene 6 with BrCF3. a) IR difference spectrum obtained upon 
annealing of an argon matrix containing triplet carbene 6 and 0.5 % of BrCF3 to 25 K for 10 min. b) Calculated IR 
spectrum of singlet complex 10b (B97-D3/def2-TZVP). c) Calculated IR spectrum of triplet complex T-10b (B97-
D3/def2-TZVP). 
 
Table S3. Calculated and experimental IR frequencies of S-10b. 
𝜈𝜈� / cm-1     10b 𝜈𝜈� / cm-1     10a 
# Calc. (Int.)a Exp. (Int.)b,c Exp. (Int.)a 
20 494 (13) 492 (8) 504 (4) 
   529 (3) 
23 568 (2) 565 (2) 568 (2) 
27 674 (7) 675/680 (4) 679 (d) 
31 760 (13) 762 (18) 764 (11) 
32 798 (5) 809 (2) 838 (3) 
44 1013 (100) 1093 (71) 1078 (100) 
49 1089 (34) 1161 (100) 1103 (58) 
50 1090 (39) 
54 1181 (2) 1198 (2)  
60 1371 (15) 1329/1337 (28) 1338/1344 (64) 
61 1429 (4) 1435 (3) 1439 (3) 
62 1430 (2) 
63 1469 (2) 1496 (2) 1496 (5) 
64 1476 (1) 
67 1574 (5) 1576 (9) 1578 (20) 
a Calculated at the B97D3/def2-TZVP level of theory b Measured in argon at 3 K. c Integrated 





Figure S5. IR spectrum of the photochemical conversion of complexes 10a and 11a in argon at 3 K. a) IR difference 
spectrum obtained upon keeping a matrix containing complexes 10a and 11a inside an IR spectrometer overnight. 
b) Calculated IR spectrum of radical pair 12a (B97-D3/def2-TZVP). c) Superposition of the calculated IR spectra of 
Ph2CI and CF3 radical (B97-D3/def2-TZVP). 
 
 
Table S4. Calculated and experimental IR frequencies of 12a. 
Mode 
𝜈𝜈� / cm-1 
Assignment Exp. 
(Irel) a 
Calc. gas phase 
(Irel)b 
Calc. QM/MMc 
22 522(1) 520(2) 528 C-H def. (out-of-plane) 
23 583(1) 584(3) 579 Skel. Vibr. 
24 614(1) 615(3) 611 Skel. Vibr. 
26 654(4) 641(16) 629 Skel. Vibr. 
27 682(7) 675(21) 662 F3C-I str. 
28 689(3) 677(20) 684 C-H def. (out-of-plane) 
29 700(7) 683(6) 691 C-H def. (out-of-plane) 
31 752(19) 745(18) 749 C-H def. (out-of-plane) 
34 857(6) 824(13) 827 C-I str. 
46 
1082(12) 
1027(2) 1013 C-H def. (in-plane) 
47 1088(2) 1071 C-H def. (in-plane) 
50 1206(6) 1167(5) 1117 C-C-C sym. str.  (carbene) 
52 1242(100) 1176(100) 1167 C-F3 asym. str. 
53 1249(90) 1181(90) 1170 C-F3 asym. str. 
62 1443(6) 1438(9) 1425 C=C str. Ring 
63 1473(2) 1473(8) 1475 C=C str. Ring 
a Measured in argon at 3 K. Integrated intensities refer to the difference spectrum. b Calculated at the 






Figure S6. EPR spectrum of CF3 radicals. a) EPR spectrum obtained upon irradiation (450 nm) of an annealed 
matrix containing diphenylcarbene 6 and 1 % of ICF3. b) Simulated EPR spectrum (µ = 9.575 GHz, g1 = 2.0023 g2 




Figure S7. IR spectrum of the photochemical conversion of complexes 10b in argon at 3 K. a) IR difference 
spectrum obtained upon irradiation of complex 10b with 650 nm light. b) Calculated IR spectrum of radical pair 12b 




Table S5. Calculated and experimental IR frequencies of 12b. The calculated frequencies of CF3 and Ph2CBr radical 
at the same level are given for comparison. 
Mode 
𝜈𝜈� / cm-1 
Exp. 
(Irel) a 
Calc. gas phase 
(Irel)b 
Calc. CF3 radical (Irel) Calc. (Irel)c 
22 528(2) 527(4)  528(1) 
23 588(3) 592(5)  591(2) 
24 611(1) 618(1)  617(0) 
26 641(3) 659(7)  655(3) 
27 683(11) 674(37) 678(1)  
28 689(6) 675(1)  678(8) 





32 745(20)  
34 876(5) 855(20)  848(8) 
44 1082(22) 1021(44) 1033(5)  
51 1243(100) 1166(100) 1178/1178(100) 
 
52 1249(88) 1170(98)  
62 1445(4) 1446(9)  1440(3) 
63/64 1475(7) 1478/1479(16)  1477/1478(4) 
a Measured in argon at 3 K. Integrated intensities refer to the difference spectrum. b Calculated at the 






Figure S8. IR spectrum of the insertion product 13a of ICF3 and 6. a) IR spectrum of ICF3 in argon at 3 K. b) IR 
spectrum obtained after 450 nm irradiation of the annealed matrix. c) Calculated IR spectrum of 13a (B97-D3/def2-
TZVP). 
 
Table S6. Experimental (Ar, 3 K) and calculated (B97-D3/def2-TZVP) frequencies of 13a. 
Mode 
𝜈𝜈� / cm-1 
Exp. 
(Irel) a 
Calc. gas phase 
(Irel)b 
25 654(5) 646(13) 
26 674(15) 680(12) 
27 700(100) 690(15) 28 694(41) 
29 740(31) 732(25) 
30 761(14) 754(9) 
31 825(6) 787(11) 
46 c 1070(61) 
49 c 1117(100) 
50 c 1147(42) 
51 c 1167(56) 
54 c 1201(17) 
61 1446(12) 1441(7) 
62 1448(3) 
63 1493(13) 1490(4) 
64 1497(4) 
a Measured in argon at 3 K. Integrated intensities refer to the difference spectrum. b Calculated 







Figure S9. IR spectrum of the insertion product 13b of BrCF3 and 6. a) IR difference obtained on annealing of an 
argon matrix containing 12b. b) IR spectrum of 13b in argon at 10 K. (Trifluoromethyl)diphenylmethyl bromide 13b 
was prepared according to literature procedure: Ohwada, T.; Shudo, K. J. Am. Chem. Soc. 1988, 110, 1862. c) 






Table S7. Experimental (Ar, 10 K) and calculated (B97-D3/def2-TZVP) frequencies of 13b. 
Mode 
𝜈𝜈� / cm-1 
Exp. 
(Irel) a 
Calc. gas phase 
(Irel)b 
18 491 (1) 482 (1) 
19 507 (1) 501 (1) 
20 540 (2) 523 (1) 
21 556 (2) 536 (1) 
22 619 (0.3) 619 (0.5) 
24 639 (4) 633 (7) 
25 655 (7) 649 (11) 
27 694 (24) 691 (12) 
28 717 (35) 696 (43) 
29 749 (18) 736 (24) 
30 763 (7) 754 (9) 
31 853 (15) 798 (13) 
34 902 (5) 886 (7) 
35 909 (5) 897 (11) 
36 924 (1) 915 (2) 
37 942 (5) 926 (5) 
42 1005 (1) 996 (1) 43 997 (1) 
44 1038 (2) 1032 (1) 45 1036 (1) 
46 1165 (62) 1080 (61) 
49 1181 (100) 1122 (100) 
50 1215 (14) 1150 (32) 
51 1233 (5) 1169 (46) 
54 1266 (50) 1201 (3) 55 1202 (20) 
57 1289 (2) 1310 (1) 
58 1302 (0.4) 1320 (0.4) 
59 1327 (1) 1339 (1) 
60 1352 (0.5) 1355 (0.2) 
61 1449 (6) 1443 (6) 
62 1453 (2) 1448 (2) 
63 1489 (3) 1490 (4) 
64 1503 (6) 1499 (3) 
71 3046 (3) 3120 (5) 72 3120 (5) 
73 3075 (8) 3130 (13) 74 3132 (11) 
75 3098 (1) 3138 (4) 
76 3109 (1) 3147 (3) 
78 3171 (0.2) 3182 (1) 







Table S8. Stabilization energies and relative energies of the complexes between 6 and methanol, and the type-I 
complexes between diphenylcarbene 6 and CF3I (10a) and between 6 and CF3Br (10b). All energies in kcal/mol.  
Complexes 
B97-D3/def2-TZVP 
ΔEs ΔEsc(BSSE) Er  (to the triplet state) 
S-6…HOCH3 -11.6 -10.8 1.2 
T-6…HOCH3 -6.1 -5.9 0.0 
S-10a -16.1 -15.8 -3.7  
T-10a -6.1 -6.0 0.0 
S-10b -11.0 -10.7 -0.5 
T-10b -4.2 -4.1 0.0 
 
 
Fig. S10 Relative energies (including BSSE correction) and relevant geometric parameters of singlet and triplet 
DPC and the corresponding halogen bonded complexes with CF3Br in the gas phase computed at the B97-D3/def2-
TZVP level of theory. 
 
Natural Bond Orbital (NBO) analysis 
 
The main NBO interactions involved in both the H-bonded and the type-I X-bonded complexes of S-
6 are shown in Table S9. In both cases the main interaction is established between the lone pair of the 
carbene center (LP(C:)) and the anti-bonding orbital of the other molecule, BD*(I-C) for CF3I and 
BD*(H-O) for the methanol complex. For the X-bonded complex an additional, weaker interaction 
can be identified, involving a back-donation from the lone pair of the iodine atom (LP3(I)) towards 
the empty p orbital on the carbene center (LP*(C:)). This interaction cannot be found in the H-
bonded complex, since the H atom lacks the lone pair to engage in this back-donation. 
 
Table S9. Main orbital interactions (NBO) between S-6 and CF3I (type-I complex) and between S-6 and 
CH3OH. 
Complex Orbital interactions 
 Donor(i)-Acceptor(j) E (kcal/mol) E(j)-E(i) (a. u.) F(i,j) (a. u.) 
S-10a LP(C:)-BD*(I-C) 53.69 0.21 0.096 LP3(I)-LP*(C:) 5.60 0.10 0.024 




The main NBO interactions for complexes S-10a and 11a are shown in Table S10. In complex 11a, 
the main directional interaction is established between the lone pair at the carbon atom of CF3 and the 
anti-bonding orbital on the C-I bond (LP1(CF3)-BD*(C-I)) and it is diminished in comparison with 
the interaction in complex S-10a. This is related to the loss of linearity of the halogen bond, which 
allows a back-donation interaction from the lone pair of the iodine atom towards the same lone pair 
orbital on CF3. This interaction helps to compensate the weaker primary interaction (with respect to 




Fig. S11 The HOMO and HOMO-2 orbitals of the type-I complex S-10a illustrating the main directional 
interaction and the back-donation from the iodine atom. (B97-D3/def2-TZVP) 
 
 
Fig. S12 Reaction path for the interconversion of the singlet complexes S-10a and 11a (B97-D3/def2-TZVP).  
Table S10. Main orbital interactions (NBO) between S-6 and CF3I type-I (S-10a) and type-II complexes (11a) 
Complex Orbital interactions 
 Donor(i)-Acceptor(j) E (kcal/mol) E(j)-E(i) (a. u.) F(i,j) (a. u.) 
S-10a LP(C:)-BD*(I-C) 53.69 0.21 0.096 LP3(I)-LP*(C:) 5.60 0.10 0.024 






From a general perspective, it would be desirable to define an active space that includes the π and π* 
orbitals from the two phenyl rings, the pi and sigma orbitals at the carbene center, and the C-I bonding 
and anti-bonding orbitals (without considering the lone pairs on the halogen atoms). The resulting 
active space with 16 electrons in 16 orbitals is too large to be practical. To limit the computational cost, 
we decided to include only 8 electrons and 8 orbitals in the active space. This selection was performed 
iteratively as follows.  
The active space (8 electrons and 8 orbitals) was chosen differently for the singlet and triplet systems. 
The initial selection of orbitals was based on chemical intuition. The active space orbitals are shown in 
Figure S13. The carbene center has two nonbonded orbitals, σC and πC. In addition to these two 
orbitals, the π and π* orbitals from the phenyl substituent were included. In general, halogen bonds are 
formed by the overlap of a σ-hole (in this case σI*) with electron-rich centers. Hence, the σI* and σI 
orbitals were also considered for the active space. For S-10a, among the variations tested, the fully 
occupied σC and unoccupied πC configuration gives rise to low energy states (see below). Hence, we 
used this configuration. The σI* and σI orbitals were included as they are important for X-bond 
formation. In the case of T-10a, the σC and πC orbitals are singly occupied and therefore included in the 
active space. The singly occupied πC might favorably interact with the π-system of phenyl rings. Test 
calculations indicated that the inclusion of σI* and σI orbitals is not crucial for T-10a and therefore they 
are not part of the active space.  
 
 
Fig. S13 Active space (8 electrons and 8 orbitals) used in the CASSCF MP2 calculations of the DPC-CF3I 
complexes. Bonding and anti-bonding orbitals of the C-I bond in CF3I are denoted as σI and σI*, respectively. The 
σ and π orbitals at the carbene center are denoted as σC and πC, respectively. For the S-10a calculations, the σC 




Multistate CASSCF calculations 
We performed state-averaged multistate CASSCF (MS-CASSCF) calculations involving two states to 
calculate the vertical excitation energies for complex 10a and 11a. Single point MS-CASSCF 
calculations were performed for DFT geometries of 10a and 11a using an active space of 12 electrons 
and 12 orbitals. The active space included the ten orbitals shown in Fig. S13, in addition one π and one 
π* orbital were also included (not shown). In the case of 10a, the σC2πC0 -> σC1πC1 transition (at 944 
nm) was dominant with the σC2πC0 configuration having highest CI coefficient at S0 state and σC1πC1 at 
S1 state. In the case of 11a, the S0 and S1 states were found to have almost equal populations of σC2πC0 
and σC1πC1. These transitions (σC2πC0 -> σC1πC1 and σC1πC1 -> σC2πC0) occur at 784 nm.  
 
CASMP2 results with σC and πC orbitals 
As mentioned above, we did not include the σC and πC orbitals (centered on carbene) in our ground 
state CASMP2 calculations of S-10a.  Nevertheless, we ran a separate set of calculations with these two 
orbitals in the active space to compare the results. This way, the active space for these calculations 
consisted of the σC, πC, π1, π1*, π2, π2*, σI and σI* orbitals shown in Figure S13. The resulting potential 
energy scan (as a function of the C-I distance) at the CASMP2//DFT level is shown in Figure S14A. 
The comparison to the results shown in Figure 7A indicates that the inclusion of σC and πC orbitals 
raises the energy of S-10a by 2.5 kcal/mol. In addition, with the inclusion of σC and πC orbitals, the 
minimum in the PES corresponding to 11a cannot be observed, not even in the 2D-scan (Figure 7B 





Fig. S14 A) Crossing point between singlet and triplet potential energy surfaces of 10a. The potential energy profiles 
were obtained by performing constrained optimizations along the C-I distance. Potential energies are relative to 
that of S-10a (as shown in Figure 7B). B) 2D-potential energy scan, using the halogen bonding distance and angle 
as reaction coordinates, is shown as color-coded heat map. Potential energy surfaces were constructed by single 
point CASMP2 calculations on the DFT-optimized geometries. A different active space that includes σC and πC 





Fig. S15 The potential energy profile obtained by performing constrained optimizations along the C-I distance (2.1 




Cartesian coordinates of optimized structures 
 
Table S11. Cartesian coordinates of S-6 calculated at the B97D3/def2-TZVP level of theory. 

































































































Table S12. Cartesian coordinates of T-6 calculated at the B97D3/def2-TZVP level of theory. 

































































































Table S13. Cartesian coordinates of S-10a calculated at the B97D3/def2-TZVP level of theory. 





















































































































Table S14. Cartesian coordinates of T-10a calculated at the B97D3/def2-TZVP level of theory. 





















































































































Table S15. Cartesian coordinates of 11a calculated at the B97D3/def2-TZVP level of theory. 





















































































































Table S16. Cartesian coordinates of 12a calculated at the B97D3/def2-TZVP level of theory. 





















































































































Table S17. Cartesian coordinates of 13a calculated at the B97D3/def2-TZVP level of theory. 





















































































































Table S18. Cartesian coordinates of S-10b calculated at the B97D3/def2-TZVP level of theory. 
























































































 0.584  




 1.085  
 1.059  
-0.195  
 0.005  
 0.031  
-0.576  
 0.716  
-0.558  
-1.071  
 0.791  
 1.220  
 0.138  
-1.054  
 1.346  










Table S19. Cartesian coordinates of T-10b  calculated at the B97D3/def2-TZVP level of theory. 





















































































































Table S20. Cartesian coordinates of 12b calculated at the B97D3/def2-TZVP level of theory. 






















































































































Table S21. Cartesian coordinates of 13b calculated at the B97D3/def2-TZVP level of theory. 



















































































































Table S22. Relative energies of T-6, S-6, T-10a and S-10a at different levels of theory. All energies in kcal/mol. 
 
 T-6 S-6 T-10a S-10a 
 
B97-D3/def2-TZVP 0.0 6.1 -6.1 -10 
B97-D3/def2-TZVP//CHARMM 0.0 5.3 - - 
CAS(8,8)MP2/6-31G* 0.0 9.2 - - 
BLYP-D3/def2-TZVP 0.0 3.3 -5.9 -13.4 
B3LYP-D3/def2-TZVP 0.0 5.7 -5.0 -8.8 
B3LYP-D3/6-311G** 0.0 5.7 -5.4 -9.0 
B3LYP/6-311G** 0.0 6.3 -1.1 -3.9 
M06-2X/def2-TZVP 0.0 6.8 -4.3 -3.9 
wB97X/def2-TZVP 0.0 8.7 -4.0 -1.8 
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